Under Secretary Bail Interviewed 
on "Issues and Answers" 

Follouilnrj J.i the Irnnxcrif't of an .'ntervicir 
mifk Under Secretary Hall on. the, American 
liroarfcuxfiiiff Comj/a/ii/'x radio and tclt'i-isintL 
pro/jratii "/.isw:* and Anxiccrx" on F< hrunry 10. 

Pn-sH roli-nw- 7<J dnt.-d Feb run ry 11 

The Announcer: From "Washington, '* Issues 
and Answers'' brings you the Under Serrotary 
of Stale, the Honorable Oiuir^c W. J!:i!l. 

Secretary J'all, licre are the issues. 

])o we believe. Premier Khraslwhev's claim 
that Soviet troops are \-.\ Cuna only to train 
Cubans? 

ITow can we save the Western alliance? 

Will we solve our crisis with Canada? 

Now for the answers to the issues from Under 
Secretary of State George W- Pall. I Fere to 
interview Secretary Bail are ABC commentator 
Edward P. Morgan, and with the first question, 
ABC State Department correspondent John 
Scali. 

New Government in Iraq 

Mr. Scali: Mr. Secretary, welcome to "Issues 
and Answers." 

Lct ; s start off with a question which is in the 
headlines only a few hours. There are reports 
that there is stiil fighting going on in Baghdad 
between Iraqi rebels and the diehard supporters 
of Premier Qasim. What do we know about 
what is going on? Have the rebels really won 
this light'? 

Mr. Ball: Well, of course we are getting re- 
ports by the hour and almost by the minute. 
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The indications so far an 1 that t •> fight is prob- 
ably pretty clo.M' to over, that - new govern- 
ment is »---iul>li.-liiiii; orde r, that will probably 
b<\ able to survive and \>> estai h itself efFoc- 
tively. It. isalways dillicull o, ke these judg- 
ments at an early .Mate. It ha :any problems, 
but I think there i.s a \ery -,. ehanee that, it 
will be an eire.-tiv L'-'venuiM-!,. .»f Iraq. 1 

Mr. SrtiJi: Mr Seeivtary, fr. in what we. can 
gather, did President N* asset- of the U.A.R. 
i United Arab Pepubli.- ; inspire or support tins 
revolt ? 

Mr. Hall: Xo, that do.-m"t appear (o l>e the 
situation. I would suppose that this govern- 
ment is ilkeiy to be friendly to President Nas- 
ser, but the indications are tlia; ;hi- is a nation- 
alist government inspired by rationalist senti- 
ment-. It .-primr- from tiie -upport of the 
Ba'aih Party, and while it is frumdly and prob- 
ably will be friendly to the U.A.P..I wouldn't 
think one would regard it as a 1*. A. P. -inspired 


ow d<; vou see it 


Mr. M,,, V ::,: \l^\\v..:v 
projYrt inns -o early, pr-.ri 

How do ;.-,-:: -e.. -ha:, ai 

alFertiug our important aiiy, j-raej; 

Mr. /".>:!!: \\\ Mi- apnearailecs would suggest 
that this ;- an ant i-( 'otmnmsis: government, 
that the (annmunist.-; are very unhappy with 
what, has now taken place. Premier Qasim's 
government, as you know, had been moving 
from neutralism more and more toward com- 
munism. Tills would appear to be a movement 
baek in ihe other direction. So to the extent 
that : : ;s a nationalist government, that it is an 
ami-Communist government, to the extent tiiat 
it will be able to keep order within the country, 
these are all good omens. I would hope also 
that it wii! not have aggres-k. e intentions. 
Titers are no indications that it will. 


Putting Cuba in Perspective 

Mr. M„vnan: We still have a persistent head- 
line situation in another part of the world. 
You may be fed up with it at this point, but it 


1 For text of a Department statement of Feb. 11 on 
U.S. recognition of :.he Government of Iraq, see Bcurx- 
ti.v of Mar. -i, 1D0V5, p. 310. 
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comes out — Cuba. And developments today, as 
I understand it from looking at the wire, sur- 
round a charge or a demand by Senator [Hugh] 
Scott, a Republican from Pennsylvania, that 
we get the Soviet troops out of Cuba, and a 
reply by the other Senator from Pennsylvania, 
Senator [Joseph S.] Clark, a Democrat, an 
administration supporter, that if we attempted 
to deliver on Mr. SeotPs demands it would get 
us into World War III. Do you have any 
comment from your spot? 

Mr. Ball: You kn^w I think it is time that we 
really tried to get this Cuban problem in some 
perspective. The President has been very clear 
on the situation in Cuba. Again and again he 
has stated the views and the position of the 
administration. 

The Secretary of Defence, Mr. [Robert S.] 
McN'amara, in *2 hours on television the other 
night [February 0] went as far as he could to 
give the full facts, as they are know, to the 
American people He -.vent ov-n further than 
many of our people in t\\" intelligence commu- 
nity would have lik'-'i to have seen him go be- 
cause, of the possible eomprorni.se of some intel- 
ligence mechanisms. 

Now I don": think that the American ncople 
need be concerned about the resolution or the 
determination of the President of tho United 
States to defend the national interests, the vital 
interests, of this emjntry when bo has hard fa'-ts 
which indicate :ii-y are seriously in danger. I 
would have si: p posed we go- over that last. Oc- 
tober, and I must say I think it is a little bit 
extraordinary that w<- keep on heetoring one 
another owr this Cuban problem. Tlie fads 
are on the table. They have been told as com- 
ph'teiy as :!:••;.- could have b.'en told. 'Hie 
President of the Imbed States couldn't. be 
e.lf-art-r. The d. 'termination of the President of 
tiie I. noted State.- has \»><-<\ made manifest in a 


and to evaluate it and give it some informed 
judgment as to whether it makes any sense or 
not. But all these voluntary intelligence gath- 
erers who would rather make speeches than 
turn the information over to the Government 
where it could be seriously considered — I don't 
think they serve the national interests very 
well. 

Mr. Morgan: Do you see a tinge of politics 
here ? 

Mr. Ball: You know I am in the State De- 
partment, and we never make comments on 
anything having to do with politics. 

Mr. Scali: Mr. Secretary, much of the cur- 
rent debate centers around the continued pres- 
ence in Cuba, as you well know, of the 17,000- 
odd Soviet troops. Did Mr. Rusk get any 
encouraging wor fT from Ambassador [Anatoliy 
F.] Dobrynin when he discussed this with him 
yesterday ? 

Mr. Ball: Secretary Rusk did talk with 
Ambassador Dobrynin about this problem. 
This is a matter of some continuing communica- 
tions between ourselves and the Soviet Govern- 
ment. We will see how things develop. 

Mr. Scali.- Do we believe Premier Khru- 
shHe-v when in-, says, as he did to the Canadian 
publisher Mr. iKoy] Thomson yesterday in 
Mo-vow, that Soviet troops and pers-mmd are 
in Cuba only for the purpose, of training Cubans 
in the use of advanced Soviet weapons? 

Mr. Ball: Weil. 1 thought President Ken- 
m-dy in .his last press con fen-nee [February 7] 
-ia:e,[ very fully our ov.m appraisal of the sit- 
uation, and 1 don't think there is any purpo-e 
to he ^-rvcii !■;%• my trying to amplify i\ 

Mr. Mortj.tv.: S'-.-retiiry Pali. Ft ill on (his 
subj'-i-t. reporters and some! hues diplomats look 
bem-r ui hindsight than in foresight. Would 
you ».iy in -d! '-armor that ir w/.-dd have been 
better for the administration, in-.; end of v.ait- 
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McN'amara make (in* demonstration to the 
American people ulii.-!i he m.tde la>t week w.i.-, 
one which was n<>t taken easily hecaiw. as I 
say, it went In-yond wl»at we would haw like ' 
to have done from I he (w>int of view of pre^Tv- 
ing intact our whole intelligence gathering 
apparatus, lint. I am not at. all sine that there 
is much that could have been (i<>u«> before thi>.. 
AVe have, as I say, at all times tried to wil t lit* 
facts as we saw them. 

Mr. Sca/i: Mr. Secretary, the continued 
presence of Soviet, troops in f'uha, <>f course, 
is a matter of concern for the ent ire hemisphere. 
Could you tell us whether there. : .e any plans 
to go to the, Organization of At tIcmu States 
to get the other American Rep; -li--s to go on 
the record again speaking unite !y in demand- 
ing the withdrawal of these. S< ;et forces? 

Mr. Hall: Well, you know th resolutions thai 
wero pass* d hy the. Organi/.a: «n of American 
States in October 1 were very <"^r so far as the. 
question of o (Tensive, wcapoi w:i- concerned, 
and wo are in constant eornm ideation with the 
governments of the mem her states of the Or- 
ganization of American States. We will s. 
how it develops. I think now is perhaps an 
occasion when we ought to stop talking so much 
about this and let the situation he warchod as it 
is being watched on a day-by-day basis — but let 
it develop. 

The State Department and Public Support 

Mr. Morgan: Mr, Secretary. I would like to 
open up another line for a minute. The State 
Department historically is an orphan, almo.-r, 
in terms of public support or support within the 
Government. You don't have many constitu- 
ents. But- rarely has there been a time. I think, 
when the State Department has been so criti- 
cally examined in the press, and perhaps within 
the administration in some respects, than it is 
now. It is being blamed, or members of it are 
being blamed, for the Skybolt hassle with Brit- 
ain, to a degree, Mr. do Gaulle's negative atti- 
tude toward Britain in particular, and us in 
general vis-a-vis Europe. 

We have a situation with Canada that has 
caused critics to say that the State Department 


3 For text of a resolution adopted bj the OAS Council 
on Oct 23, see ibid., Nov. 12, 1902, p. 722. 
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was very hasty in ventilating this trouble, with 
the Diefenbaker government, and also the ofTec- 
tivem-x- of [M'opie like Secretary Kusk and your- 
self as Mnder Secretary lias also been ques- 
tioned. 

What is the reason for this, and do you think 
that (he prc-ss is remiss, itself, in any of this? 
Mr. 11,(11 : You know, I wouldn't like to chal- 
lenge y.iiir qualifications as a historian — 
Mr. Morgan: I am not pretending to bo. 
,1/r. flail : — but to say this criticism is greater 
than it has ever been may, I think, somewhat 
overstate, the situation. It is characteristic of 
Foreign Offices around tho world for some of 
the reasons you state* — they don't have constitu- 
ents—to lie subject to a good deal of criticism. 
At the. moment we live in a period when inter- 
na! ional alfairs mean more to us than they have 
ever meant, before because they mean life or 
death for the whole civilization of which we 
are a part. And I think people are very pre- 
fx-^upied with them and the issues aro more 
eomplex :md there are more nations to deal with 
and there are more responsibilities which the 
United States has assumed throughout the 
world. It is a very good thing that the Ameri- 
can people are concerned with how weil their 
State Department is doing because it is so vital 
to them. 

I can only say this, that I am not a career 
diplomat, myself. I came into the State De- 
part mont from outside. Most of my career has 
been in private life. I have never met a more 
dedicated or more competent body of men than 
the men I have encountered in the State Depart- 
ment. I am enormously impressed with it. I 
am enormously impressed by the way they go on 
vear after year, serving their country in very 
difficult and complicated endeavors and, being 
subjected to this criticism, not being more un- 
happy about it. 

I don't think the criticism is important until 
it reaches the point where it may hurt our con- 
duct of foreign policy. I don't think it lias 
reached that point. 

Now there are obvious reasons why there can 
be differences of view about how these very 
complex and difficult affairs are worked out. 
And if people differ, that is fine. And if tho 
State Department can serve any purpose by 
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